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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. Claims 1 - 2, 7 - 10, 15 - 18, 23 - 24, 29 - 30 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,477,274 (Akiyoshi et 
al.) in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,638,113 (Lappington etal.). 

As to claim 1, Akiyoshi et al. teaches a method of displaying closed 

captions encoded in a video signal (Column 2, lines 59 - 63, Column 3, 

lines 52 - 59). 

Akiyoshi et al. also teaches that in the case the caption information 
is overlapped on the character information in the video signal, the display 
position of the caption information is automatically moved (Column 7, lines 
17-21). Therefore, control circuit 5 allocates a screen area for displaying 
the closed captions that is not overlapping the character information. 

Akiyoshi et al. also teaches receiving said video signal (Video 
signal in Figure 5). 

Akiyoshi et al. also teaches relocating said closed captions to said 
allocated screen area (Column 7, lines 17-21). 

Akiyoshi et al. fails to teach the method of receiving interactive 
television data. 

However, Lappington et al. teaches that settop delve 28 receives 
encoded television signal and strips out the interactive data (Column 9, 
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lines 4 - 5). Therefore, Lappington et al. implicitly teaches the method of 
ITV data. This reads on the claimed limitation receiving ITV data. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the television signal of 
Akiyoshi et al., using the television signal with interactive television data of 
Lappingtion et al., for the purpose of increasing viewers' awareness and 
promotional exposure without decreasing ad spot inventory (Column 4, 
lines 55 - 57). 

As to claim 2, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Akiyoshi et al. 
also teaches the step of relocating said closed captions comprises 
modifying one or more screen address control codes to relocate said 
closed captions to the allocated screen areas (Column 3, lines 62 - 67). 

As to claim 7, the relocation of closed caption is taught in the 
discussion of claim 1 . Akiyoshi et al. further teaches the step of relocating 
said close captions comprises determining if a conflict exists between 
screen location of the closed captions and the character information 
(Column 2, lines 58 - 67, Column 3, lines 1 - 5, Column 6, lines 36 - 42), 
where character information can be modified with ITV data as discussed in 
claim 1. 

As to claim 8, see rejection of claims 1 and 7 and note that Akiyoshi 
et al. teaches that the display position of the caption information is 
automatically moved not to be overlapped on the character information in 
the video signal (Column 17, lines 20 - 24). Akiyoshi et al. also teaches 
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that the information indicating the presence of a character is applied to 
control circuit 5. Therefore, in order to prevent overlapping between the 
character information and the closed captions, some form of comparison 
on the position of the character information and the position of the closed 
captions must be done by control circuit 5. 

As to claim 9, see rejections of claims 1 and 7. 

As to claim 10, see rejections of claims 2 and 9. 

As to claim 15, see rejections of claim 9 and note that a 
predetermined screen location is equivalent to an allocated screen area. 

As to claim 16, see rejections of claims 1 and 7. 

As to claim 17, see rejections of claim 2 and 16. 

As to claim 18, see rejections of claim 17 and note that a 
predetermined screen location is the location where closed captions and 
character information are not overlapping (Column 7, lines 20-21) 

As to claim 23, see rejections of claim 1 . 

As to claim 24, see rejections of claims 2 and 23. 

As to claim 29, see rejections of claims 7 and 23. 

As to claim 30, see rejections of claims 8 and 29. 

2. Claims 3 - 6, 1 1 - 14, 1 9 - 22, 25 - 28 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,477,274 (Akiyoshi et 
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al.) in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,638, 11 3 (Lappington et al.). as applied to claims 
1 - 2 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,097,442 (Rumreich et al.). 

As to claim 3, Akiyoshi et al. and Lappingtion et al. teaches the 
limitations of claims 1 and 2 as discussed above. 

Akiyoshi et al. and Lappington et al. fails to teach the step of 
reformatting said closed captions for display within the allocated screen 
area. 

However, Rumreich et al. teaches a step further comprising 
reformatting closed captions for display within an allocated area (Column 
4, lines 48-51). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the data decoder 2 of 
Akiyoshi et al., using the data interpreter of Rumreich et al., for the 
purpose of facilitating viewer comprehension and minimizes main picture 
obstructions (Column 4, lines 26 - 27). 

As to claim 4, see rejections of claims 1 - 3 and note that Rumreich 
et al. also teaches the step of reformatting said closed captions comprises 
adding one or more carriage returns to said closed captions for display in 
a predetermined number of columns (Column 6, lines 18 - 20). 

As to claim 5, see rejections of claims 1 - 3 and note that Rumreich 
et al. also teaches the step of reformatting said closed captions comprises 
altering style of the text presentation (Column 4, 19 - 24). 
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As to claim 6, see rejections of claims 1 - 3 and 5 and note that 
Rumreich et al. also teaches the step of altering the style of text 
presentation comprises presenting closed caption in a roll up caption 
mode (Column 2, lines 56 - 62, especially note modified roll up mode). 



As 


to 


claim 


11. 


see 


rejections of claims 3 and 10. 


As 


to 


claim 


12. 


see 


rejections of claims 4 and 1 1 . 


As 


to 


claim 


13. 


see 


rejections of claims 5 and 1 1 . 


As 


to 


claim 


14. 


see 


rejection of claims 6 and 13. 


As 


to 


claim 


19, 


see 


rejections of claims 3 and 17. 


As 


to 


claim 


20, 


see 


rejections of claims 4 and 1 9. 


As 


to 


claim 


21, 


see 


rejections of claim 5 and 19. 


As 


to 


claim 


22, 


see 


rejections of claim 6 and 21 . 


As 


to 


claim 


25, 


see 


rejections of claims 3 and 24. 


As 


to 


claim 


26. 


see 


rejections of claims 4 and 25. 


As 


to 


claim 


27, 


see 


rejections of claims 5 and 25. 


As 


to 


claim 


28, 


see 


rejections of claims 6 and 27. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 5,541,662 discloses a method and 
system for enabling placement of video and information in a window with 
predetermined size and position of the window. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Wai Lam whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2827. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 - 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 




